
Female Future: round table with
international female founders, March 2025

Gender aware
enterprise support



Scottish context
Businesses majority-owned by women
contribute £8.8bn to economy and 231k
jobs
Roughly half of the early stage entrepreneurs
were women in 2023, 
However overall, only 20% business base is
women-owned
Support for women’s entrepreneurship: ‘less
than satisfactory, scoring under three out of ten’

Sources: Global Entrepreneurship Monitor Scotland 2023-24 Report 2024; Women’s
Enterprise Scotland; The Alison Rose Review of Female Entrepreneurship 2019; 



World Economic Forum says ‘women
entrepreneurs bring diverse perspectives, foster
inclusive leadership, and often develop solutions
addressing social and environmental challenges’
71% of social enterprises in Scotland are run by
women; 55% social enterprise board members
are women
Government interest in women’s enterprise in
Scotland and UK

Sources: Advancing gender parity in entrepreneurship: strategies for a more equitable
future, World Economic Forum 2025; Social Enterprise in Scotland Census 2021

Opportunities











http://www.brightredtriangle.co.uk/


Free Co-Working Spaces

1000s of entrepreneurs supported

Empowering Your

Entrepreneurial Journey
Access advice, tools, resources, and

opportunities. From expert advice and

funding to co-working spaces, global

networks and more...

Bring your laptop and hotdesk in our vibrant co-working
spaces. Enjoy a collaborative environment to work, network,
and grab a coffee with the team—no office rental needed.

Every year, we empower hundreds of students,
alumni, and staff to turn their ideas into thriving
businesses.

Unlimited Business Advice

Our team bring a wealth of knowledge
and are here to guide you every step of
the way.

Funding Opportunities

Access discretionary funding, pitch competitions,
and innovation challenges with cash prizes to help
fuel your entrepreneurial journey.

Through our Freelance Academy, more than
1,000 individuals have gained the skills and
confidence to succeed.

1000+ Freelancers upskilled

SDG5 Living Lab for Gender Equality

Supporting women and non-binary individuals in developing
leadership and enterprise skills as part of our commitment to
the Global Sustainability Goals.

Global Networks

Collaborate with international partners and participate
in programs like the Academic Programme for
Entrepreneurship and Start for Future to gain global
experience.

GET

STARTED

WITH BRT



Kendra Byers
Business Engagement &

Communications Manager

Liza Sutherland
Enterprise Manager

MEET OUR TEAM

Pete Mclean
Enterprise Manager

Wendy Wu
Enterprise Manager

Nick Fannin
Head of Enterprise

Emma Ives
Enterprise Manager

Amber Isaacs
Co-ordinator



brightredtriangle.co.uk/sdg5-living-lab

SDG5 Living Lab



Focused on collaboration, co-
creation, live-testing and data-
informed approaches

Connecting a wide range of
stakeholders at local, national or
international level to address
challenges

Linked with the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals

What is a Living Lab ?



Advancing
gender
equality Training

Amplifying

Funding

Collaboration



Supporting women

to start and lead 

businesses

Business Creation

July-August 2024

Online

Supporting women

to develop in

leadership

Leadership course 

for women

Starting 22nd May 2024

Four in-person sessions 

in May, June, Sept/Oct
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Design-thinking for enterprising

women and gender minorities

TRAILBLAZERS

Be guided by specialists, inspired by

entrepreneurial women, all whilst developing

your skills in establishing a business or

community venture. 

THURSDAYS, 10AM-12NOON FROM 30TH JANUARY TO 13TH MARCH

http://www.brightredtriangle.co.uk/


Case studies



Discretionary fund



Collaboration and co-creation



Expanding our case studies (get in touch!)
Collaborating with new partners (get in touch!)

Increasing our work in social entrepreneurship
Expanding our work with other under-represented founders

What next ?



Get in touch

e.ives@napier.ac.uk
brightredtriangle.co.uk/sdg5-living-lab
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